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Attached is an alternate typical protection detail that may be used on undivided 
roadway approaches to drawbridges in lieu of the typical details shown on page 731 of 
the Virginia Supplement to the MUTCD. This alternate detail was developed for use in 
areas where there are potential or existing problems with maintenance of the VS-.3 and 
VS-4 neon signs. 

 
On the alternate detail, the distance from the end of the movable span to the 

outside gate is 1501 minimum when an inside gate is not used. The standard details in 
the Virginia Supplement indicate this distance to be 100'+.  On projects involving the 
installation of all new protection equipment, this distance to the outside gate shall be 
150' minimum for both the standard and alternate details.   On existing installations 
where neon tubing signs are being replaced with the static signs, this distance to the 
outside gate shall remain as is to eliminate relocation of the existing equipment. 
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